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WEEK 3

FIRST READING

Luke 1:26-38

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And having
come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with
you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.

30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a
Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, since | do not know a man?” 35 And the angel answered and said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called
the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a
son in her old age; and this is how the sixth month for her who was called
barren. 37 For with God nothing will be impossible.” 38 Then Mary said, “Behold
the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her.




SECOND READING
Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 | The Year of the Lord’s Favor

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the
day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for
those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of
ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a
spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the
Lord for the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and
restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have
been devastated for generations.

8 “For |, the Lord, love justice; | hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my
faithfulness | will reward my people and make an everlasting covenant with
them. 9 Their descendants will be known among the nations and their
offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they
are a people the Lord has blessed.” 10 | delight greatly in the Lord; my soul
rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and
arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head
like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil
makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the
Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up before all
nations.




REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Reread the Luke passage as if for the first time. Try to imagine Mary's
emotions as she learns of God's plan for her. How does this news change her
life situation? What are the dangers, fears, promise and joys encompassed in
this message from Angel Gabriel?

2. Looking at both passages, what do we learn about the work of the Holy
Spirit? What common purpose does the work have?

3. How does the Isaiah passage complement and inform Luke 1: 13-33?




REFLECTION QUESTIONS CONT.

4. These passages speak of God’s promises to His people. Write down as many
as you can identify.

5. During this season of hyper-activity, is it possible to see God’s promises?
How can we keep His promises central to our Christmas festivities?




